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Texas Bavaria______________

______________

Texas and the German state of Bavaria share a number of 
characteristics. For example, similar to Texas’s status as the 

second-largest U.S. state by area and population, Bavaria has the 
second-largest population in Germany and is the single largest 
German state by area. Throughout most of its history, Bavaria’s 
state government has been dominated by a single political party, 
the Christian Social Union (CSU). Since the creation of the modern 
Federal Republic of Germany and the current state of Bavaria after 
World War II, the CSU has won all but two elections to the state 
legislative body, the Landtag. Texas has experienced its share 
of single-party dominance as well. Bavarians speak a unique 

dialect of German that natives of Berlin or Frankfurt find difficult 
to understand, just as Texans are known for their unique accents 
and phraseology in American English. In addition, Bavaria is 
among the most religiously observant and socially conservative 
of the German states. This places Bavarians at odds with their 
fellow Germans on a regular basis and helps to generate a sense 
of Bavarian independence and strong state identity. Much like 
Austin is known for its left-leaning, Democratic Party politics that 
are often at odds with the state government, the Bavarian capital 
city of Munich is dominated by the left-of-center Social Democratic 
Party. The Texas-Bavaria comparison is apparently known in 

Texas Government Departments versus State Bavarian Ministries

Sources: Compiled by authors from Bayerische Staatsregiergun, 
“Political Life: The Bavarian State Chancellery and the Bavarian 
State Ministries,” www.bayern.de/Contact-.596/index.htm (accessed 
September 5, 2014); Texas.gov (accessed September 5, 2014). 
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Bavarian State Ministries
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